CENMACH
Centre for Motor and Agsociated Communication Handicaps

Fﬂ the 1960’s it became a ppaﬂznt that there was a need for the use

of electric typewriters by physically disabled children unable to

cotitrol a en, and thus barreﬁ from participating in the full

ran ¢ of classroom activities. "£dna I’hcol was a teacher with
er;enw of commercial typing, working in an [aner London

uCahon Authorit %{(ILEA) special schoo When (LEA SOqlghl' a
teacher for secomn Yo research the nee s of these children,
Miss Ticol applied and was selected. In Nineteen Sixty Eight,
after_her year’s research which culminated in a thesis on the use
of writing“aids, she became Director of, the new ILEA Resource
Centre fof WMotor and Associated Communication Handicaps, based at
Charlton Park School, continuing in this post until her retirement
in April 1985,

Witk the help of Dr Marie Roe, then Senior Staff Tnspector for
Special Education, the Centre expandul bo}h in s?affmg and in the
amount and sophts’ncahon o ipment 1ssue 25 in response to the

growmg demand of the severel y yswa y handicapped c¢hildren

eing admitted 1o the Authori ﬁ schools. These chlldren ¢ould
o vothing for themselves, and had litHe or no ﬁeec . Miss Mchol

oved that with patient and sensitive ’ceachmg e ¢oulc1 achieve
confidence and sufficient skill to operate specia 13@:1 writing
gzc[uipme.nt with a2~ switceh.

fa 1979 Miss Nicol was approached by Patrick Poon, a postgraduate
electronics sl-udenP al* n s Colle e London, who was planning to
t‘e5earch wa o s ceding Up the rate of writing of communica wrz

d users. Resource Ccnh'a becamg involved™in this profect,
w‘mch has smce been of enorwmous benefit Yo ouwr children’ (and to
many other ckildren and adults Oul‘SLCle of the JLEA, and_indeed in
other countries). These sevcrelg ~xijswa handtcapped children
¢an wow write, draw, and use synthestsed speech.

Twenty years on, in 1986, the Centre cmztmues to help all ILEA
teachirs who have m ’r}uzu' clas es children whose educational
progress is being hindered bl eir p gfzcal mabthl' 1’0
comimunicate ef f?zchvely ett er' in speeth_or writing frowdes
an advisory service for staff sece mg mforma’tton rc ard
communication aids, equipment, and associated teach m mcl ods.

It loans equipment to'special schools and advises on sut table
writin 3 or use by the growing number of children with

specl ecluca lonal nceds being in e_gra{-ecl into mainstream schools,

The Centre now look{ forward to developing provision in line with
curtrent educational thinkin g
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