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CENMAC at Charlton Park Academy
 Job Description – Highly Specialist Speech and Language Therapist (Band 7) 
This is an exciting opportunity for a highly specialist Band 7 Speech and Language Therapist to contribute to the delivery of a newly established provision as part of the Experts at Hand initiative in the Local Authority of Havering. This programme is designed to bring specialist expertise directly into mainstream schools, enabling earlier, more effective support for children and young people with SEND, and strengthening the capability of education settings to deliver inclusive, high-quality provision.
The postholder will be a key member of a developing, forward-thinking service, working collaboratively across education, health, CENMAC and Havering local authority partners. They will play a central role in delivering high-quality clinical practice, supporting service development, and contributing to improved outcomes for children and young people through evidence-based intervention and collaborative working.
This new provision is being set up through CENMAC who already work collaboratively with related teams in Havering, improving the outcomes for those with more complex communication needs, especially those who have benefited from power based AAC. 
	Job Description – Highly Specialist Speech and Language Therapist (Band 7)

	Responsible to
	Principal
Charlton Park Academy 

	Line Manager 
	Head of CENMAC

	Grade 
	Dependent on experience 

	Main purpose
	The Band 7 Speech and Language Therapist will deliver high-quality, specialist speech and language therapy as part of the Experts at Hand Speech and Language Therapy team.
The role will focus on providing evidence-based assessment, intervention, and support within educational settings, ensuring early identification of need and effective intervention for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs.
The postholder will work across school clusters, supporting the development of inclusive practice, building capacity within schools, and contributing to the effective delivery of the wider service model alongside Band 6 therapists, assistant practitioners, and partner agencies.


	Skills and 
Attributes 
	Significant experience working as a Speech and Language Therapist within educational settings, including mainstream and SEND contexts 
Highly developed clinical skills with a strong foundation in evidence-based practice and demonstrable positive outcomes 
Commitment to person-centred practice, ensuring children, young people, and families are central to all intervention planning 
Strong training and facilitation skills, with the ability to support and develop school staff and colleagues 
Ability to organise, prioritise and delegate as appropriate and manage time effectively
Can manage and cope with high demand and stressful environments
Ability to manage a specialist caseload, including children with complex communication needs 
Effective organisational and time management skills, with the ability to prioritise workload across multiple settings 
Strong collaborative working skills across education, health, and local authority teams 
Understanding of relevant frameworks, assessment tools, and approaches to intervention 
Ability to contribute to service development and quality improvement initiatives 
Excellent communication and interpersonal skills, including working effectively with families. Can establish and maintain good working relationships
Motivated, adaptable, and resilient, able to work within a developing and evolving service 
Commitment to inclusion and improving outcomes for children and young people with SEND

	Key tasks
	Deliver specialist speech and language therapy assessment, diagnosis, and intervention for children and young people 
Manage and prioritise a defined caseload across allocated school clusters
Plan and organise time efficiently and effectively  
Work collaboratively with school staff, Communication and Interaction teams, CENMAC specialists, assistant practitioners, and NHS colleagues 
Contribute to early identification of speech, language, and communication needs within schools 
Develop and implement individual and group intervention programmes 
Provide advice, strategies, and support to school staff to enable effective universal and targeted provision 
Deliver and contribute to training for school staff and wider professionals 
Support the implementation of inclusive, communication-friendly environments within schools 
Maintain accurate clinical records and produce clear reports in line with professional standards 
Participate in supervision, peer support, and continuing professional development 
Contribute to service evaluation, audit, and outcome measurement activities 
Support families to engage in and understand intervention approaches 
Stay informed of current research, policy, and best practice and apply this in clinical work


	Other requirements
	A commitment to the Academy’s Equal Opportunities Policy 
To maintain own professional standards and knowledge 
A commitment to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students 
Evidence of ongoing professional development 
Must be prepared to travel as part of the role 
Maintain appropriate professional registration (HCPC, RCSLT)




This job description will be reviewed annually as part of the performance management review process, or more frequently if necessary. It may be amended at any time after consultation with the Principal and postholder.


Person Specification - Highly Specialist Speech and Language Therapist (Band 7) 
Qualifications
	Degree (or equivalent) in Speech and Language Therapy
	E

	Member of the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT)
	E

	Registered with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC)
	E

	Evidence of significant post-graduate training and continuous professional development
	E

	Postgraduate qualification in a relevant specialist area
	D


Experience
	Experience working as a Speech and Language Therapist within education settings
	E

	Experience of working with children and young people with a range of speech, language, and communication needs, including complex needs
	E

	Experience delivering evidence-based assessment and intervention
	E

	Experience of working within multi-agency teams
	E

	Experience of delivering high-quality training or support to staff
	E

	Experience of directing, coaching and mentoring assistant practitioners 
	E

	Experience of working with families and supporting engagement 
	E

	Experience of contributing to service development or quality improvement 
	D


Knowledge & Skills
	Specialist clinical knowledge of speech, language, and communication needs
	E

	Understanding of SEND processes, including EHCPs
	E

	Ability to support schools in developing inclusive practice
	E

	Knowledge of evidence-based approaches and interventions
	E

	Understanding of assessment tools and frameworks
	E

	Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
	E

	Strong organisational and prioritisation skills
	E

	Ability to evaluate intervention impact and outcomes
	E


Personal Attributes
	Passionate about inclusion and improving outcomes for children and young people with SEND
	E

	Motivated, proactive, and enthusiastic
	E

	Adaptable and flexible in a developing service
	E

	Strong team working and relationship-building skills
	E

	Resilient and able to manage a varied workload
	E

	Commitment to professional development
	E


E- Essential   D- Desirable
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